This work grew from an observation made when I was a graduate student at the University of Wisconsin. Reading about nineteenth-century medical giants, I frequently came across passing references to Xavier Bichat, reputedly a major vitalist and the father of histology. It 
was the occasion for him suggesting Bichat's work as a suitable dissertation topic. That was completed more than a decade ago. Thereafter, I moved a considerable distance from Bichat into the earlier part of the eighteenth century. 
